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10HL LOOKS TO THE FUTURE
RE-EMERGENCE EMBODIES INCLUSION TO ADDRESS ALL IDENTITIES
Highland Park, New Jersey — 10HL Founding Artistic Director Randy James has stepped down from his role. His
vision, generosity, years of hard work and dedication cannot be overstated, nurturing the company’s artistic
excellence and national stature, shaping nascent artists, providing a platform for conversations surrounding gender
and expanding the role of men in dance.

Associate Artistic Director Alex Biegelson will step forward as Interim Artistic Director. He and Executive Director
Betsy Sobo will jointly lead the administrative team until the company is operational on all levels and/or new
Executive and Artistic leadership is in place and fully transitioned. Both have been with the company since its
founding in 2012 and will ensure continuity. Our dancers are committed and excited for the next phase of 10HL.
The company is strongly positioned to re-emerge from the Covid19 pandemic hiatus both financially and
artistically, once again boldly commissioning new works and serving as a platform for investigation of the male
role in dance today.

We will remain a male repertory dance company, building upon our history of aggressive commissioning of new
works, and remain committed to delivering bold and challenging work in both theatrical and educational
settings that is directly aimed at challenging expectations, affirming all identities, and providing a safe space to
do so.

President Carol Byrne noted, “We are fortunate to have the support of our artists, leadership and community
who very much want to see us succeed and build upon the legacy that Randy James created for us. It is in our
hands to ensure this and we believe strongly that our partners in the field will make this journey with us as we
hold each other up during such challenging times. I am pleased to report that we are free of debt, have a cash
reserve and are actively raising funds. We will fully investigate and implement best practices that encourage

creative operating models that are achievable, nimble and lean while sustaining our artists and creativity. We
are fortunate to have a company that is comprised of mature and talented artists and we are pleased to utilize
their exceptional and visionary artistry in the interim.”

As a company we have chosen to embrace this pause to take the opportunity to address our role in identity,
culture, ethnicity, sexuality and class. We affirm supporting and contributing to diversity, equity, inclusion and
access in our field within the framework of exceptional dance. We are examining our role in embodying a
relevant, broad, and dynamic spectrum of male perspectives to move forward within this context.

Our path to date includes these actions:
•

We have retained Just-in-Time Consulting through our partners at The Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation to
guide us through the process of devising a realistic and valuable Plan of Action to achieve our goals.

•

These dialogues have become the new paradigm for all future communications for the company.

•

We are in continued dialogue with our funding, education and presenting partners as well as our
patrons who are committed to our goals and vision, and invested in our future success.

•

The dancers of 10HL are working collaboratively to generate digital programming and content.

As the safety of our artists and community at large is paramount, programs and services will emerge as virtual
presentations and evolve to in-person as conditions allow. Dance Education will continue to be a vital part of our
mission and vision. In preparation for when schools and the public at large are able to welcome us either
virtually or in person, we are devising meaningful programs for all ages including adults that reflect our stance
on inclusion within the framework of dance artistry.
About 10 Hairy Legs
10 Hairy Legs, a male repertory company, provides a lens to experience the broad spectrum of dance. Widely
acclaimed for its aggressive commissioning of new works and curation of master works, we have served more
than 90,000 patrons, students, artists and educators since our founding in 2012 we have toured nationally to 20
states appearing at notable venues such as The Kravis Center (FL), Dance Place (DC), Tulsa PAC (OK), The Carlsen
Center (KS), as Cameo Artists for The Public Theater’s Public Works production of Hercules at The Delacorte
Theatre, choreographed by Chase Brock, and internationally in the Cayman Islands and South Africa.
13 World Premiere Commissions from: Adam Barruch, Julie Bour, Al Blackstone, Doug Elkins, Larry Keigwin, Raja
Feather Kelly, Tiffany Mills, Nicholas Sciscione, Doug Varone, Manuel Vignoulle, Megan Williams and Yin Yue.
Commissioned Works to debut in June 2020 from: Joshua Beamish, Robert Mark Burke and David Parker.
Curated works in our repertory are by: Seàn Curran, David Dorfman and Dan Froot, Heidi Latsky, Cleo Mack,
David Parker, Stephen Petronio, Claire Porter, Niv Sheinfeld and Oren Laor, Christopher Williams.
Broadcasts have included NJTV’s State of the Arts, The Meredith Vieira Show and Nick Cannon’s Red Nose
Dancathon. Dance Education is an important part of our mission and we provide a wide range of programs for all

ages exemplifying the many facets of maleness expressed through dance to more than 2,200 students and
educators each year.
“… by far, the best American male modern dancers one could have the good fortune of seeing these days…
gotta hand it to them: 10 Hairy Legs shows what modern dance should be…” – Demetrius Klein, Palm Beach
Daily News 2018
Original musical commissions: Pauline Kim Harris, Kyle Olson, Robert Maggio, Roarke Menzies, Ofer Pelz, Bryan
Strimpel, Michael Wall, Dorian Wallace and Peter Whitehead.
Designers: Abraham Cruz, Oana Botez, Cindy Capraro, Sarah Dixon, Benjamin Heller, Jason Flamos, John Lasiter,
Naomi Luppescu, Mary Kokie McNaugher, Dennis O’Leary-Gullo, Lauren Parrish, Amanda Ringger, Eric Mark
Rodrigues, Amanda Shafran, Ken Tabatchnik, Olivier Theyskens, Asa Thornton and Tuce Yasak.
The company is currently providing remote performances and educational programs.
Leadership funding for the company provided by: The Geraldine R. Dodge, Frank & Lydia Bergen, Benevity,
Blanche and Irving Laurie, The O'Donnell Green Music & Dance, Fan Fox & Leslie R. Samuels, Mertz Gilmore,
Magyar Bank and Hyde & Watson & SHS Foundations, The E. J. Grassmann Trust, The Harkness Foundation for
Dance, Johnson & Johnson, American Dance Abroad’s Rapid Response, Middlesex County Arts & History, New
Music USA, The New Jersey State Council on the Arts/Dept. of State, receiving a Citation of Excellence in 2018
and 2019, the generous contributors to the 10HL Choreographic Initiative and The Constance Poster Trust for
New Choreography.
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